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95-217 June 12, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
WILLIAMS TO RETIRE 
CHARLESTON -- Despite a six-page, single-spaced, edited version of his 
resume outlining 31 years of experience as a teacher and an administrator at 
Eastern Illinois University, Larry Williams speaks modestly about his accomplish-
ments. 
The retiring dean of Eastern's Graduate School and Research and this year's 
recipient of the university's highest honor-- the Livingston C. Lord Distinguished 
Service Award --quickly points to his supportive and hardworking staff as the 
reason for his success. 
"I can't stress enough my belief in the total team concept in making the 
Graduate School and the university a success," Williams said, seated in his second 
floor office in Old Main decorated with a collection of coffee mugs, fishing trinkets 
and gifts from international students and others. 
He said recognition as Eastern's "Boss of the Year" in 1994 was the "nicest 
thing" that has happened to him during his career at Eastern which spans more 
than three decades. 
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"That's because I consider it to be recognition of the Graduate School team, 
not me personally," he said. 
Williams said he also was honored to receive the Lord award, but insists that 
he didn't do anything out of the ordinary. "I only have been doing what I enjoy --
working in higher education." 
"Teaching is my first love," the mathematics professor explained, noting that 
he had to put his full time teaching career aside when entering Eastern's adminis-
tration in 1978. 
His personal rewards, he said, are watching his former students attain 
success and having them return to campus to express their appreciation for what 
he has taught them. 
His teaching ability earned him a Faculty Merit Award for outstanding 
teaching in 1976. 
That's not to say that his move into university administration was misguid-
ed. 
During his 17 years as graduate school dean, graduate enrollment has risen 
steadily with more than 1,500 graduate students enrolled this past spring. The 
university also is making headway in creating greater visibility for its international 
programs, which Williams assumed responsibility for, in addition to faculty devel-
opment, in 1993. 
Williams, his peers say, has been a strong advocate for graduate education 
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since becoming dean, particularly during the 1980s when there was a statewide 
movement to eliminate and consolidate graduate programs. 
"I believe the presence of graduate education enhances the overall educa-
tional process at the university," Williams said. 
He considers the Graduate School to be very service-oriented, is accommo-
dating to traditional and non-traditional students alike and is responsive to chang-
ing societal needs, which is reflected in a dynamic graduate curriculum. 
Williams has been the voice for Eastern's graduate program across the 
country. His affiliation with the Council of Graduate Schools as an elected member 
of its board of directors has given Eastern's program national exposure. 
He also has been active in the American Council on Education, Midwestern 
and Illinois Associations of Graduate Schools and currently serves on Millikin 
University's Graduate Studies Center policy board. 
His expertise in graduate school education has been sought by colleges and 
universities and boards of education in many states. 
Williams has served Eastern in many areas, chairing committees which 
implemented touch-tone registration and an on-line records system and serving on 
dozens of other policy-producing committees. 
He writes prolifically on topics ranging from the graduate school 
operation to legal issues in the admissions process for graduate students. 
He said the Colorado mountains will provide the ideal setting for 
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honing his writing skills and for brushing up on his fly fishing and watercolor 
painting. He and his wife, Connie, will be relocating to Colorado Springs following 
his retirement from Eastern on June 30. 
The Williamses plan to buy a home there and also will be spending time at 
the cabin they built near the Platte River. 
They will be closer to their daughter, Sarah, a speech pathologist and 
regional clinical practice director with Nova Care in Colorado Springs. Both she and 
her husband, Brett Gerber, attended Eastern. 
Their son, Todd, also an Eastern graduate, is a surgical resident in the 
Department of Surgery at Michigan State University, and Blake, who attended 
Eastern's pre-engineering program, is an engineering student at the University of 
Illinois. 
Williams has a lead on a teaching job, but in the meantime will be frequent-
ing Colorado trout streams. 
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